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1 T HES. iv. 13. 


I would not have you to be ig- 
norant, Brethren, concerning them 
which are aſleep, that ye ſorrow 
not even as others which have no 


Hope. 


EAT H is a mighty Conqueror. The 
King of Terrors is continually inlarg- 
ing the Limits, and increaſing the Subjects of 
his awful Empire. I is appointed unto all 
men once to dye, by him whoſe * Counſel ſhall 
ſtand, and who will do all bis pleaſure z and 
we ſee the Decree daily paſs into Execution, 
Not affluent Circumſtances ; not the warmeſt 
Wiſhes of Friendſhip ; not the moſt mov- 
ing Eloquence of affectionate Relatives, who 
hang with tender Arms and bleeding Hearts 
about the departing Perſon ; not eſta- 
bliſked Health; nor what promiſes much 

* Hed. K. 7. Iſaiah xlvi. 10. 
A 2 more 
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more than native Vigour, the ſtricteſt Tem- 
perance, and the moſt regular manner of 
Living, can ſecure the Continuance of Life 
to threeſcore Years and ten, the ſhort 
Term that has long been eſteemed the Age 
ol Man, Death often, yea commonly, ſteps 
in long before that Period, breaks every 
Connexion, cuts off the active, the uſeful, 
the beloved, and carries them to the Grave. 

Our . Fathers, where are they? and the 
Prepbets, do they live for ever? How many 
Perſons of eminent worth, and whoſe Lives 
«pperred of vaſt Importance, not only to 
clieir Families and Friends, but to the World, 
2:4 to the Church of God, have been re- 
moved, within the Memory of moſt who 
now hear me? We knew them in Health 
and Vigour, ſtudious and adive; but we 
ſhall Know them no more. They are in 
vain fought for in their Families, and amongſt 
| the Perſons with whom they were moſt con- 
verſant and familiar; and we miſs them in 
the Houſe of God; their Seats are vacant in 
our religious Aſſemblies, and ſhall never be 
filled by them again. “ Their days are paſt, 


* 
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| their Purpr ſos are broken eff, even the Thoughts 
of ther Hearts. All Intercourſe, all the 
Othces 


* Zech, i. 5. d Job, xvii. 11. 
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Offices of Friendſhip that have ſo long been 
exchanged with mutual Benefit and Delight, 
are interrupted. The Form which once we 
knew and beheld with Pleaſure, is marr'd 
and withered, is become intolerable, is ſhut 
up in the Grave. This will be the End of 
all the Living; and it is already the End of 
many of our once beloved Friends. 


% Farth's higheſt Station ends in, here he lies.“ 
| YoUNG, 


"Tis an awful Contemplation, and cannot 
fail to give us very painful Feelings. But 
have we no Proſpe& beyond ?—Yes my 
Friends, Tho' Du? to Diiſt is a melancholy 
Sound, which the Heart of Friendſhip knows 
not how to endure, there are Conſiderations 
that may render it tolerable, J had almoſt 
ſaid harmonious, Tho the Grave is a hor- 
rible Pit, the Beams of the Goſpel ſooth, if 
they do not entirely diſpe! its Horrors. 
Were we Heathens indeed, unacquainted 
with the glorious Doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
"tis difficult to conceive from what Source 
we could derive ſufficient Conſolation. But, 
bleſſed be God ! * Life and Immortality are 
brought to light by Feſus Chriſt, Our holy 
Religion opens a P'roſpect that may calm, 

may 
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may ſupport, may reconcile our minds to 
ſuch an Event. I would not have you to be 
ignorant, Brethren, concerning them which are 
aſleep, that ye ſorrow not, even as others which 
bave no Hope. 

The Chriſtians at TZ:ſ/alonica, to whom 
this Epiſtle was ſent, were converted by the 
Apoſtle Paul himſelf. He came into theſe 
parts by a * divine Direction, and God gave 
him remarkable Succeſs. ® The Goſpel came 
among them, not in word only, but alſo in pow- 
er, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much Aſſu- 
rance. But Satan enraged to ſee his King- 
dom falling, ſtirred up his Inſtruments to 
drive the Apoſtle from * hence, as they had 
before driven him from * Philippi; and God 


permitted it that his Zeal in his Service 


might be more quickened and inyigorated. 
While he was among them, ! he exhorted, 
and comforted, and charged every one of them, 
as a Father doth his Children. * He was gen- 
tle among them, and, even as a Nurſe cheriſh- 
eth her own Children, ſo being affectionately 
deferous of them, be was willing to have im- 
parted to them, not the Goſpel of God only, but 
alſo his own Soul, becauſe they were dear to 

| him. 


t Acts xvi. 9, 10. ® 1 Theſſ. i. 5, i Acts xvii. 1... 10. 
k Acts xvi. 12. „40. Chap. ii. 11. m ver. 7. 8. 
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him. Now, as he had been forced from 
them abruptly, and-in a Manner that would 
exceedingly affect them, he was the more 
thoughtful concerning them after his Depar- 
ture, and his Heart yearns over them with 
the tendereſt Sympathy. He gives Vent to 
his full Soul in this Epiſtle, and perhaps a 
Letter can hardly be mentioned, in which 
ſo many natural and beautiful Traces of a 
generous Affection are to be found. His 
principal Deſign in writing it, was to prevent 
their being moved either with Fear or Reſent- 
ment, by the ill Treatment he had met with, 
while they were expoſed to the like Perſecu- 
tion; to inſtruct them more fully in the Doc- 
trines and Duties of Chriſtianity, than his 
Time had allowed him to do while he con- 
tinued amongſt them; and to correct ſome 
Miſtakes into which they had unhappily 
fallen. *Tis probable ſome of their Number 
had died, either by“ Violence, or in a natural 
Way, ſince the Apoſtle's Departure, and that 
the Survivors were in Danger of being e ſwal- 
lowed up with over much Sorrow, by Means 
of ſome wrong Apprehenſions which they 
entertained concerning the State of the Dead. 
What the Miſtake was is variouſly conjectur- 
ed; 


a 1 Theſſ. ii. 14, 15. 2 3 Cor. N. 7. 
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ed; but, whatever it was, the Apoſtle iuſinu- 
ates that the Knowledge of what the Goſpel 
diſcovers concerning them who fleep, ought. 
to prevent their Mourning for their pious, 
Friends in ſuch a Manner as others did; 
Chriſtianity affording very powerful Conſi- 
derations to aſſuage immoderate Sorrow, 

On this general Thought I purpoſe to in- 
filt and enlarge: in doing which I ſhall be 
the leſs diſpoſed to take notice of the diffe- 
rent Sentiments of Critics about the particular 
Notion referred to in the Text, as it would 
lead us off from the general Subject, which 
I am perſuaded, you ſee is of itſelf ſuffi- 
ciently important to engage our whole At- 


. tention; and that if we are not ignorant 


concerning them who ſleep, we have no need to 


forrow, as ahers that bave no Hope. No 


Tears, which the Chriſtian Hope can re- 
ſtrain, ſhould drop on the preſent Occaſion. 
In our farther Meditations upon theſe 
Words it may be proper for us, 


Firſt, to conſider the State in which the A- 
poſtle repreſents the pious Dead ; 


| Secondly, the Admonition he gives his 


Friends in Regard to them; and 
Thirdly, 


go 
Thirdly, the End he had in View in giving 
them this Admonition, 


Firſt, let us conſider the State in which 
the Apoſtle repreſents the pious Dead. He 
ſpeaks of them as aſleep : a Phraſe which 
the ſacred Writers often uſe, when they 
ſpeak of the Death of good Men. 

Such Expreſſions as this, have led ſome to 
conjecture, and even to contend, that in the 
Interval between Death and the Reſurrection, 
the whole Man is totally deprived of Per- 


ception and Thought ; incapable of Action, 


or Enjoyment, But the Argument drawn 
from this, and the like Expreſſions, 1s evi- 
dently founded on a Suppoſition, that Death 
reſembles Sleep in more Reſpects than are ne- 
ceflary to vindicate the Ule of this Term, ac- 
cording to a borrowed and figurative Signi- 
fication. The Death of good Men muſt, in 
ſome View, reſemble Sleep, or the Meta- 
phor had been intirely improper ; but it is 
not neceſſary to ſuppoſe that it holds in every 
View. Figurative Expreſſions in any Wri- 
tings, are to be explained by thoſe where no 


Figure is uſed ; and it were abſurd to under- 


ſtand a Metaphor in ſuch a Senſe, as is in- 


conſiſtent with the evident Import of other 
B | Expreſſions 


wa Og „„ ; 


E 
Expreſſions that are plain and literal. Now, 
ſhould we underſtand the Phraſe in the Text, 
ehem which are aſleep,” as an Intimation 
that they are intirely inſenſible and inactive, 
it would contradict thoſe paſſages in which 
the Apoſtle expreſſes his? Defire to depart 
and to be with Chrijl, * to be abſent from the 
Body and preſent with the Lord, in ſuch a 
Manner as it ſeems almoſt impoflible for 
him to have done, had he not been per- 
ſwaded he ſhould then be capable of Per- 
ception and Action; had he not expected to 
be employed in nobler Services, and to enjoy 


more exalted Happineſs, than what he could 
perform or enjoy at preſent. Though the 


Scripture therefore ſpeaks of good Men, who 


have left our World as aſleep, I am perſwaded 
it intends not to convey an Idea of the Ceſ- 
ſation or Suſpenſion of the Soul's Exiſtence, 
and ſays many Things inconſiſtent with ſuch 
a Notion. 

The. Term ſeems to be choſen to give us 
a familiar Repreſentation, a ſoothing and a- 
greeable Idea of Death: to intimate that, to 
a good Man, it is a Change at which he 


need not be more alarmed, than at falling 
aſleep. 


It 
p Phil. i. 23. 12 Cor. v. 8. 
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It refers, no doubt, in ſome Meaſure to 
the InaQtivity of the Body. A deep Sleep 
has fallen upon it, that ſuſpends all Kind of 
Action, and renders it for a While quite in- 


ſenſible. There is a conſiderable Reſem- 


blance between the Aſpect and Appearance 


of the dead Body of a departed Friend, and 
the State of a Perſon afleep, who appears, 
however his Mind is employed, to have no 

Perception, Thought, or active Power. 
Perhaps it may refer to their being with- 
drawn from mortal affairs. Perſons aſleep 
are, for the Time, ſeparated from the reſt 
of the World, and have no Concern in what 
is doing about them. Thus the Living know 
that they muſt die, * but the Dead know not 
any Thing : alſo their Love, and their Hatred, 
and their Envy is now periſhed, neither have 
they any more a Portion in any Thing that is 
done under * the Sun, His Sons come to Ho- 
B 2 nour, 


r Eccleſ. ix. 5, 6. 


* A lively Infinuation, that Death is ſo much more certain 
than almoſt every other Event, that it is the only Thing of 
Which we can be confident. The Living know that they muſt 
die; q. d. this at leaſt they know ; though moſt other Things, 
which they think they know, are only ConjeQures, and may 


be Miſtakes. 
Job xiv, 21. 
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nour, and be knoweth it net; and they are 
brought low, and he percei vetb it net of them. 
But if the Expreſſion intended nothing 
more than ſuch Circumſtances as theſe, 
there would have been no peculiar Propriety 
in applying it to the Death of good Men, of 
whom it is here uſed, and to whom it is 
chiefiy confined, It ſeems further to ſuggeſt 
the intire Tranquility of that State, into 
which they are entered; that they are free 
from Anxiety and Labour; are delivered 
from every Cauſe and Occaſion of Diſquie- 
tude, * The Wicked ceaſe from troubling, 
and the Weary are at reſt. They are taken 


from the Evil to come, they enter into Peace, 


they ſhall reſt on ther Beds, Thus it may 
lead our Thoughts to an important, though 
only a negative Branch of their Happineſs, 
their Eſcape and Exemption from every 
Thing tormenting, and grievous, 

But probably, this Expreſſion was prin- 
cipally deſigned to ſuggeſt, the ſpeedy Re- 
demption of the Body from the Grave; 
when even that Part of the Man which has 
been inactive, ſhall be awakened into Vigor. 
We lay us down to fleep without Emotion 


Or 
job iii. 17, 


Iſaiah lvii. 1, 2. 


1 
or uneaſy Apprehenſion, becauſe we find by 
Experience, that in a little while we awake 
again to the Uſe of all our corporeal and 
mental Powers. And they too who ſleep in 
the Duſt of the Earth ſhall awake, When 
Lazarus died, our Lord ſpake of his Con- 
dition, under the Notion of Sleep; an Image 
which was the more appoſite as he intended 
ſo ſoon to raiſe him. * Our Friend Lazarus 
fleepeth ; but I go that I may awake him out | 
of Sleep. Now, by the ſame kind of Fi- ( 
gure, the Expreſſion may be applied to good | 
Men in general; inaſmuch as the interval | 
their Bodies ſleep in the Grave, bears much | 
leſs Proportion to the ages of Activity and | 
Happineſs, whic! ſhall ſucceed it, than the 
four Days he lay among the Dead, yea, than 
a ſingle Night, to the longeſt Period of hu- 
man Life. Man, even the good Man, /etb 
down and riſes not, till the Heavens be no 
more ; till then, they ſhall not awake, nor be 
raiſed out of their Sleep, What is this to 


Eternity! but as a Drop of Water to the 
Ocean. 


This is the State in which the Apoſtle 
repreſents the pious Dead; as fallen aſleep. 
An Expreſſion which may naturally ſuggeſt 

to 
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to us an Obſervation which Experience, 

and other Paſſages of Scripture confirm, that 

they as far as reſpects their Bodies, are inſen- 

ſible, and inactive ;—are wholly retired from 

the preſent Scenes, and unconcerned in all 

its Tranſactions ;—are in a State of perfect 
Tranquility, unruffled with Afflictions, and 
Exerciſes of every kind ; and ſhall e're long 
awake from this Inſenſibility ſo far as it pre- 
vails to a new and more durable Exiſtence. 
But this laſt Thought will claim our further 
Attention, when we proceed. 


Secondly, to conſider the Admonition 
which the Apoſtle gives them, with reſpect 
to the Perſons who were in this State of 
ſleep. 

There were ſome Things concerning 
thoſe who ſleep, of which he would not have 
them to be ignorant. The Theſſalonians, as 
we have already obſerved, were bereaved of 
their ſpiritual Father, before they were fully 
inſtructed in the Chriſtian Doctrine: Tis 
poflible therefore, they had never heard him 
diſcourſe on ſome of the Topics which were 
now in the Apoſtle's Mind; and if they had, 
ſince Sorrow, eſpecially in its firſt Tranſports, 
1s apt to diſtract and over-power the thinking 

Faculties, 


E 

Faculties, it was expedient to repeat them. 
In Imitation of our Apoſtle, the Friends of 
Mourners ſtill endeavour to adminiſter Con- 
ſolation, by recalling to their Memories 
Truthe, with which they ate already ac- 
quainted. What St. Paul chiefly intended, 
and which the Theſſalonians were yet ignorant 
of, or in Danger of not recollecting, we may 
learn from the Context, and they are very 
proper Articles for our preſent moſt ſerious 
Conſideration. 

1. He reminds them that they of whom 
he ſpeaks, * /lept in Feſus; and I am per- 
ſwaded that the Expreſſion is deſigned to give 
us a comfortable Apprehenſion concerning 
the State of good Men in general after Death, 
and not merely concerning ſuch Perſons 
who had ſuffered Martyrdom. Tis proper 
Language to be uſed concerning true Chri- 
ſtians in general. They ſleep in Feſus. They 
dye at the Command of Chriſt, and are laid 
to ſleep under his Patronage and Protection. 
He, who beſt knows the Intereſts of his 
People, and has demonſtrated his regard to 
them by dying for them, * Has the Keys of 
Death and the inviſible World. —They com- 
mitted their immortal Spirits to his Care by 

a living 
Ver. 14. Rev. i. 18. 
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a living Faith; by this Faith they were 
united to him, and on account of this Union, 
are often ſpoken of as being * in Chri/t; in 
him as Branches in the Vine, as Members 
in the Body. Now as they died in this 
State, they remain in him even after Death ; 
united to him by Bonds, which Death can- 
not diſſolve. Bleſſed are the Dead which 
dye in the Lord ! 

2. He exprelsly aſſerts the Reſurrection of 
their mortal Part. The Dead in Chriſt ſhall 
riſe firſt, i.e. before the glorious Change 
that ſhall paſs on the Saints who ſhall then 
be found alive. Some of the new Converts 
at Theſſalonica were dead. Their Bodies the 
only Part which had been viſible to any Eye 
of Fleſh, were, according to the well-known 
Laws of Nature diflolved, and had been de- 
poſited out of Sight. There ſeemed to be 


an utter and final End of them. But the 


Apoſtle leads on their Thoughts to the Time 
when Chriſt, the great Lord of Life, will 
reſcue from the Hands of Death, even thoſe 
Trophies of his Victory, and reſtore them in 
a Form worthy his own Power and Magnifi- 
cence. and ſuited to the Rank in which he 


intends they ſhould act and appear. This is 
indeed 


Rom. viii, 1. Rev. xiv. 13. Ver. 16. 


1 
indeed a peculiat Diſcovery of the Goſpel; 
and it is ſtrongly aſſerted there. Neverthele ſs, 
ſome Intimations of it are to be found in the 
Old Teſtament; and 'tis probable that Mar- 
tha had learnt from thence, to ſpeak with ſuch 
confident Expectation of it, in her Diſcourſe 
with our bleſſed Lord on the occaſion of her 
Brother's Reſutrection, I know that he ſhall 
riſe again in the Reſurrection of the laſt Day: 
The New Teſtament however abounds with 
Declarations of it. Nothing can be more ex- 
preſs than that of our Lord; © The Four is 
coming in the which all that are in thetr Graves 
ſhall hear the Voice of the Son of Man, and ball 
come forth; they that have done good, to the 
Reſurrection of Life ; and they that have done 


evil, to the Reſurrection of Damnation, This 
Event is undoubtedly intended by St. Paul, 


when he ſays, * If the Spirit of bim that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the Dead awel! in you, be 
that raiſed up Chriſt from the Dead, ſhall alſo 
quicken your mortal Bodies by bis Spirit that 
dwelleth in you : And in that other Paſſage, 
where ſpeaking of himſelf and his Friends, 
as looking for the ſecond Coming of Chriſt, 
he adds, * who ſhall change our vile Body, 
| that it may be Faſhioned like his glorious Body. 
The greateſt Part of the fifteenth Chapter of 


4 John xi. 24. © John v. 28, 29. Rom, viii, 11, 8 Phil. ili. 21. 
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the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, is taken 
up in aſſerting and illuſtraticg this glorious 
Ditplay of divine Power, and in explaining 
the Nature and Manner of it: And the 
Paſſages in other Parts of the New Teſta- 
ment in which it is plainly aſſerted, or evi- 
dent! implied, are almoſt innumerable. It is 
inaced hard for our dull and limited Facul- 
Hes t Conceive how it will be accompliſhed ; 
zue Senſe, and Wit, and Reaſon, are all rea- 
to furniſh Objections, but it is an indubi- 
table Doctrine of our holy Religion, and ſo 
interwoven with its Fabrick that it cannot 
be taken away without deſtroying the whole 
Conſtitution. 

And as it is plainly a Doctrine of Scripture, 
we may colle& from the frequent mention 
made of it in the“ Preachings and Writings 
of the Apoſtles, that it appeared to them (as 
it truly is) of the laſt Importance. We are 
unwilling that any Part of ourſelves, or 
our Friends, ſhould be entirely loft, or an- 
nihilated : And whatever Notions we may 
entertain of the Superiority of the Soul, and 
in whatever philoſophical Strains we may 
ſpeak of this Clay as an Incumbrance, and a 
Priſon to the Mind, our Bodies are a Part 


of 


* Act. iv. 2. XVil, 18. XXiv. 15, 21. 
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of ourſelves, and we cannot forbear to have 
ſome Affection for them. Never any Man 
bated his own Fleſh, but nouriſheth and che- 
riſheth it, It brings a Chill into our Blood, 
when we ſeriouſly think of the Change that | 
Death will make in our Bodies; and were 
they never to be recovered, the Thought 
would be almoſt inſupportable. Ye ſhall not 
be able to ſay to Corruption, © thou art my Fa- 
ther % and to the Worm, © thou art my Mo- 
ther and my Siſter, with an eaſy and chear- | 
ful Heart, unleſs we can add im the ſublime | 
Language of Faith, I know that my Re- | 
ce deemer liveth, and that be ſhall land at the 
* latter Day upon the Earth ; and though | 
* after my Skin, Worms deftroy this Body, yet 
* in my Fleſh ſhall I fee God; whom I ball ſee | 
ct for myſelf, and mine Eyes ſhall behold, and 
* net another.” 

But the Doctrine of the Reſurrection of 
the Body is of a peculiar Importance, as it 
involves in it the ſtrongeſt Proof, that the 
Soul ſhall be more eſpecially regarded. Doth 
God, my Friends, watch over that in 3s 
which is common to Brutes, and not fſuticr 
it to periſh? and will he negle& that which 1s 
the peculiar Diſtinction and Excellence ot ou 
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Nature ? Does the Lord Jeſus Chriſt keep a 
faithful and perpetual Eye over the Duſt of 
his People to preſerve it; and will he one 

Day raiſe, refine and exalt it ?—Will he ga- 

ther theſe ſcattered Particles, form them in- 
to a glorious Body, and provide ſuitably for 

its everlaſting Enjoyment ; and ſhall not the 
Spirit, which is inconceivably more noble, 

which is allied to Angels, which is the Image 

of himſelf, and a kind of Emanation from 

him, engage his ſuperior Care? — Will he 
not even in the intermediate State, * but 
eſpecially after its Re- union to the Body, 
| when 


As it is the moſt ſupporting and comfortable Reflexion 
{at our Friends enter on a State of Happineſs immediately 
Atter Death, it may ſeem ſtrange, that the Apoſtl>2id not 
cxpreſsly alledge this Conſideration ; and perhaps ſome may 
apprehend his giving no Hint of it in all this Context, where 
it would ſeem ſo appoſite and important, a Preſumption that 
he paid no regard to it. But ſuch a Preſumption can be of 
no Weight againſt the expreſs Senſe of thoſe two Paſſages 
above referred to, (2 Cor. v. 8. Phil. 1. 23.) and- ſeveral other 
Scriptures, Monſ. Saurin conjectures that the The/alonians 
expected Chriſt would ſoon appear to Judgment; and that 
their Diſtreſs for their Brethren, who were dead, only arofe 
from an Apprehenſion that they would loſe the Joy of being 
preſent at this Scene, (vid. Doadridge on the Place), If this 
was really their miſtaken Apprehenſion, it had been little to 
the Purpoſe to ſuggeſt that they were already in a State of 
Happineſs, and it mult be owned, the Apoſtle's Obſervations 
contain a ſufticient Anſwer to ſuch an Objection ; as the prin- 


cipal 
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when the final Sentence ſhall be paſſed, pro- 
vide for it a nobler and more exalted Man- 
fion than this animal Body is capable of af- 
fording ? Undoubtedly he will; and we 
might infer this merely from the Reſurrecti- 
on of the Body, by a natural and irreſiſtible 
Concluſion. __ | 22 
3. He further informs them, that all true 
Chriſtians ſhall be aſſembled to meet Chriſt. 
The Dead ſhall be raiſed and transformed, 
and all who are found living ſhall paſs thro' 
a correſpondent Change for this Purpoſe, 
* The Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven 
with a Shout, with the Voice of the Arch-angel, 
and with the Trump of God; and the Dead in 
Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : then we which are alive 
and remain, ſhall be caught up, together with 
them, 


eipal Thought he inſiſts upon is, that, in Reſpect to the Honour 
and Happineſs of ſeeing Chriſt, thoſe who were dead would 
be put on a Level with thoſe who ſhould be found alive. But 
it deſerves to be remarked, that, whatever the Miſtake was, 
the Apoſtle in this, as in many other Inſtances, ſpeaks to a 
particular Caſe in ſuch general Terms, that what he ſays may 
be applied to a Variety of other Caſes. An Obſervation 
' which will aſſiſt us in diſcovering the true Senſe and Beauty 
of many Paſſages in his Writings; and will, tis preſumed, 
juſtify the general Manners in which the Text is treated in 
this Diſcourſe, even on a Suppoſition that Monſ. Saurin's 
Conjecture is right. 


a Ver. 16, 17. 
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them, in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
Air. This will undoubtedly be a more 
glorions Scene, than was ever beheld on our 
Earth, from the Creation to the Conſurn- 
mation of all Things. When all the Re- 
deemed of the Lord from among the Chil- 
dren of Men; the Thouſands, the Millions; 
1 yea, * a Multitude which no Man can number 
| | from all Nations, and Kindred, and People, and 
3 Jongues; having obtained the * Redemption 
# of their Bodres, © (that which was ſown in 
Corruption being raiſed in Incorruption, that 
which was ſown in Diſhonour, being raiſed 
in Glory, that which was ſown a natural Bo- 
dy, being raiſed a ſpir ai Body,) ſhall be 
united to their Saviour in one auguſt Aſſem- 
N bly, be acquitted, approved, and honoured 
| by him, and attend his triumphant Entrance 
into his heavenly Kingdom. 

4. He affures them, that this Solemnity 
ſhall introduce them to an eternal Abode 
with Chriſt. * And ſo ſhall we ever be with 
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Fi the Lord. 
Bo The Happineſs of Heaven is often repre- 
1 ſented, as ſeeing God, or dwelling in the 
0 Preſence of Chriſt. Thus our Lord prayed, 
| Father, 
| | 2 Rev. x11. 9. b Rom. viii. 23, 
© 1 Cor. XV, 42... 44 4 Ver, 17. 


121 
Fatber Iwill that they whom thou haſt given 
me, be with me where I am; that they may 
behold my Glory which thou haſt given me. 
This was the View in which St. Paul conſi- 
dered it, and longed ſo earneſtly for it, we 
are willing rather to be abſent from the Body, 
and preſent with the Lord: Tam in a ©Streight 
between two, having a Deſire to depart, and 
to be with Chriſt, which is far better. And 
thus St. John deſcribes the Inhabitants of 
Heaven; * hrs Servants ſerve him, and they 
ſhall fee his Face. The Expreſſion intimates 
that the Joy of the Bleſſed, will in Part ariſe 
from beholding the Exaltation of their divine 
Maſter; and that hey ſhall be favoured with 


an Opportunity of carrying on the moſt en- 


deared Converſe with him, and enjoying the 
Tokens of his Approbation and Compla- 
cence. 

And thus they ſhall ſpend a bliſsful Eter- 
nity, We ſhall be ever with the Lord. 
Delightful Thought ! *© Truly our Fellowſhip, 
faith the Apoſtle John, is with the Father, 
and with bis Son Jeſus Chriſt, There are 
Seaſons when Chriſtians, even in theſe lat- 

| ter 


John xvii. 24» d 2 Cor. v. 8. e Phil. i. 23. 
d Rev. xxii. 3, 4. © 1 Johni, 3. 
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der Ages, can ſay the ſame; and then is it, 
if ever in this World, * hat their Foy is full. 

Experience indeed proves that this Joy 
is too ſeldom experienced, and does not often 
ariſe ſo high or endore ſo long as might be 
deſired. But, as their Converſe ſhall be 
more intimate and endearing, ſo likewiſe 
more conſtant: yea, it ſhall be without In- 
terruption and without End: we all ever be 
with the Lord. 

5. He reminds them, that this Happineſs 
is connected with the Death and Reſurrecti- 
on of Chriſt. * If we believe that Jeſus died 
and roſe again, even ſo them alſo which ſleep 
in Jeſus, will God bring with bim. 

The Apoſtle in theſe Words may be un- 
derſtood to aſſert, that the Foundation of 
this Hope, is Jaid in the Death and Reſur- 
rection of Chriſt; that we owe it to his medi- 
atorial Undertaking, to his Obedience and the 
Merits of his Death. A Thought which we 
ſhould ever remember and cheriſh, to inſpire 
our Hearts with all the Ardour of Gratitude 
and Love. © He was delivered for our Of. 


fences, and raiſed again for our Juſlification. 


He 


*1 John i. 4. Ver. 14. 
© Rom. iv. 25. 


1 

He might likewiſe intend to intimate the Se- 
curity of this great Bleſſing ; that it is as cer- 
tian that the pious Dead ſhall be raiſed, as 
that Chriſt is already riſen; ſo that we may 
look on his Reſurrection as the Pledge of our 
own. And undoubtedly, this was one Reaſon 
of his taking a glorified Body into the Preſence 
of God. If Chriſt be preached that he aroſe 
from the Dead, bow jay ſome that there is no 
Reſurrection of the Dead? for if there be no 
Neſurrection of the Dead, then is not Chriſt 
riſen : but now is Chriſt riſen, and is become 
the firſt Fruits of them that ſlept. 

And he might further deſign by this Ex- 
preſſion, to give them a high Apprehenſion 
of this Privilege, and of the glorious Life to 
which they ſhould be raiſed. It was the 
Purchaſe of the Saviour's Death; the impor- 
tant End which his Sufferings were intended 
to ſecure. A Happineſs for which the Son 
of God did not heſitate to lay down his 
Life. 


Theſe are the principal Subjects which the 


Apoſtle calls to the Remembrance of his 


mourning Friends, in the Verſes tollowing 
the Text; thele are the glorious Diſcoveries 
D | of 


v x Cor, xv. 12, 13, 20. 
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of which he was deſirous that they might not 
be ignorant, Let us now conſider, 


Thirdly, the End he had in View in give- 
ing them theſe confolatory Hints and In- 
ſtructions. I would not have you ignorant 
concerning them which ſleep, that ye forrow 
not even as others which have no Hope. 

»The Church at Theſalonica, chiefly 
conſiſted of converted Heathens : and it is 
molt probable, the Bulk of the Inhabitants 
of this City, might yet remain unconverted. 
Now ethers who had no Hope, ſeem to have 
been Perſons who yet continued in all the 
Iznorance, and involved in all the Gloom 
and Darkneſs of Gentile Superſtitions. 

The Heathens had indeed their Fables or 
Traditions concerning a future State, But 
ſuch Multitudes totally denied the Doctrine 
and ſome of them Men of Learning and ſo- 
ber Reflection; the Arguments by which 
others attempted to eſtabliſh it were ſo weak, 
and inconcluſive, and, in general, as to thoſe 
who believed. it, their Notions concerning 
its Nature, were ſo viſionary and confuſed, fo 


ridiculous or romantic, that they could ſuggeſt 
ſmall 


2 Acts xvii. 4. 1 Theſſ. ii. 14. 


1 
ſmall Hope or Conſolation, on the Depar- 
ture of the moiſt valuable and beloved 
Friends, The Apoſtle ſeems to have had 
theſe Errors and Deluſions in his full View, 
when he ſpeaks of Heathens elſewhere, as 
he does in our Text, as Perſons * without 
Hope. | 

With Regard to their Friends who were 
dead, their Bodies were evidently moulder- 
ing in the Grave, and they ſeemed to have 
no Apprehenſion that they would ever be 
reſtored : and concerning their Souls, their 
beſt Conjectures were groundleſs and child- 
1th Fictions. 

Now this would naturally add a peculiar 
Weight to their Sorrow. 

To have our Friends removed from us, 
and not to know what 1s become of them, 
whether they are not utterly deſtroyed and 
annihilated, muſt fill the Mind with the ut- 
moſt Perplexity and Solicitude : and the De- 
ſpair of attaining Satisfaction by any poſlible 
Enquiries, muſt add the Uneaſineſs of Fear 
and Terror to the actual Pain of Separation. 

There is nothing in this Caſe to reſtrain 
the Sallies of Paſſion, nor would it ſcem 
ſtrange if the Death of a Friend, in ſuch 
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Circumſtances, ſhould embitter every re- 
remaining Enjoyment; and even wholly 
deſtroy the Taite for Pleaſure; if it ſhould 
ſlacken a Man's Activity break his Spirits 
and impair his Health; nay, if in the Tu- 
mult of his Soul, it ſhould cauſe him to en— 
tertain hard Thoughts of God, and to ſpeak 
unadviſedly of his Proceedings. 
And it might be feared, that his Sorrow 
would be as laſting as the Tranſports of it 
were violent. Nature indeed provides a 
Balm for the Wounds occaſioned by the 
Death of our Friends. And it is for the 
moſt Part ordained by the good Author of 
our Frame, that nothing which 1s violent 
ſhould be permanent ; that Time and Ab- 
fence ſhould abate the Swell of the moſt 
tempeſtuous Paſſions ; and the Affection that 
endeared to us our Friends, will diminiſh 
after that the Object has been for ſome Time 
withdrawn. But we often obſerve this Re- 
medy to be flow in its Operations, tedious 
Days, and Months, and Years of Anguith in- 
tervene, and irreparable Miſchief is ſome- 
times done to the Spirits end Conſtitution, 
before it takes Effect. Yet they who had 


no Chrilian Hope, had no other Remedy, 
than to endure the Smart, till Time with its 
flow 


1 29 ] 
flow Hand, brought them Succour and 
Relief. 

Now the Apoſtle was concerned, that his 
Friends might not lie long in ſuch a Deluge 
of Diſtreſs. I would not have you ignorant, 
Brethren, concerning them which are afleep, 
that you ſorrow not even as others which have 

no Hope. 
| You fee, he does not forbid their /orrow- 
ing at all; only he would not have them to 
ſorrow as thoſe who have no Hope: and indeed 
it were very unnatural to ſuppoſe that every 
Degree of Grief on ſuch Occaſions is unlaw- 
ful. The Chriſtians at Thefſalonica, were 
probably, only a ſmall Number, and the 
Death of a few, might be a great Breach 
upon them; or, as the Affliction ſeems to 
have made a general and deep Impreſſion 
upon their Minds, it is poſſible they had 
loſt ſome Perſons of Eminence, and of diſ- 
tinguiſhed Uſefulneſs. Now if this was the 
Caſe, it had been unreaſonable, it had been 


ungenerous, nay, it had been requiring an 


Impoſſibility, to inſiſt that they ſhould not 
| ſorrow at all: And we may eaſily imagine a 
Variety of Circumſtances, which will vindi- 
cate our Mourning, provided we mourn not 


as thoſe who have no Hope. 
| Can 
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E 
Can it be unlawful to mourn, when we 
behold a Fellow Creature, a Neighbour, an 
Acquaintance cut down by a ſudden and 
irreſiſtible Stroke; ſtruggling under the An- 
guiſh of acute Diſeaſes, fainting under the 
Oppreſſion and Languor of Nature, or ex- 
piring in ſtrong Convulſions; the agreeable 
Form we have ſo often beheld with Delight, 
marred with deep Furrows the regular Set 
of Features diſtorted, the comely Counte- 
nance exchanged for a black and meagre 
Viiage ; the active, vigorous Limb without 
Senſe and Motion, — muſt we take a long 
Farewel of thoſe. with whom we have took 
ſweet Counſel, and ſee triumphant Death 
with horrid Strides, conveying them to the 
Grave, to leave them there as a Prey to 
Worms and Putrefaction.— Muſt we do this, 
I ſay, without Regret and Lamentation ? 
Muſt we not grieve, when we loſe Perſons 
of eminent Worth and Uſefulneſs; who 
were indued with large Talents for doing 
good? Perſons of natural Sagacity, who 
had an eaſy Command of their Paſſions, and 
a ſolid Judgment, improved by long Expe- 
rience ? who having made juſt Obſervations 
upon Mankind, and remarked the various 


Courſe and Events of Life with Attention, 
wcre 


. 

were capable of ordering their own Affairs 
with Diſcretion, and adviſing their Friends 
in the moſt intricate Junctures with a kind of 
oracular Wiſdom? May we not grieve if ſuch 
are removed, when in 8 ot of Nature 
we might _hope the St Of their Aid 
and Counfezzacs for many ſucceeding Years; 
when their Knowledge and Experience were 
in full Maturity, and their bodily Strength 
and Vigor had diſcovered no Declenſion. 

Shall not they mourn who had the Happi- 
neſs of a particular Acquaintance, with Per- 
ſons of ſuch honourable and uſeful Cha- 
raters? Who were admitted to peculiar 
Intimacy and Confidence? Who through a 
Courſe of Years found them to be prudent, 
faithful and ſteady in their ſocial Connecti- 
ons; ever ready to attend to the Cale of 
their Friends, and make it their own ; and 
though cautious in Undertaking, reſolute and 
indefatig ble in Executing, ſo as never to 
diſappoint where any Engagement had been 
entered into, or Expectation encouraged ? 

It was alledged againſt the Jraelites as a 
Crime, e Righteous periſh, and no Man 
layeth it to Heart ; and can it be criminal to 
grieve © hben the godly Man ceaſeth, when the 
Faith- 


b If. lvii. 1. © Pfal. xii, 1, 
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L 38 7; 
Faithful fail from among the Children of Men ? 
When Perſons of real Goodneſs, and of emi- 
nent religious Auainments ? Who had Piety 
without Superſtition, and Devotion free from 
Enthuſiaſm : Who had a rational Regard 
for divine Revelation, and were zealous to 
promote and ſecure its peculiar- Honours, 
without a mean Attachment to party Names, 
or Diſpoſition to cenſure on Account of leſſer 
Differences: Perſons who diſcovered a cor- 
dial Eſteem for all who loved the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in Sincerity, however denominated 
or diſtinguiſhed : Who were remarkable for 
their Love to public -Ordinances, and de- 
vout Retirement, and who witneſſed the 
Truth and Sincerity of their Profeſſion by 
a con:{icientious and humble Walk with God, 
and the exemplary Diſcharge of perſonal and 
relative Duties? I fay when ſuch are remov- 
ed, can it be a Crime that we weep for our- 
ſelves and our Children! 

We are required to * remember thoſe who 
have had the Rule over us, who have ſpoken to 
us the Word of God. And can we remem- 
ber them, and refrain from Mourning ? Can 
it be unbecoming a Chriſtian Society, to la- 
ment the Loſs of thoſe whoſe miniſterial La- 

bours, 


2 Heb. xili. 7. 


1 


bours, and paſtoral Inſpect ion they had once 
enjoyed? Who had faithfully explained, and 
warmly recommended the Duties of Religi- 
on, and affectionately opened the Spriags of 
divine Conſolation to trembling Converts, or 
feeble-minded Chriſtians? Who had been 
the Inſtruments of inſtructing and convert- 
ing ſome, of ſtrengthening and animating 
others in the good Ways of God; of excit- 
ing and aſſiſting their Devotions, and raiſing 
them almoſt to an heavenly Ardor by an un- 
common Fervor of Spirit, and Copiouſneſs 
and Propriety of Expreſſion ? Can they, who 
have been thus inſtructed and delighted for- 
bear to mourn, nay, is it not their Duty to 
wail and lament ſuch a Loſs with a propor- 
tionable Degree of Sorrow ? 

Muſt not any Society lament the Loſs of 
an honourable and worthy Member ? Shall 
it not drop a Tear over the Grave of a Perſon 
of a candid, catholic and peaceable Diſpoſt- 
tion; who ſtudied to avoid every Occaſion of 
giving, or taking Offence ; whoſe Prudence 
gave Wiſdom, whoſe Steadinels gave Firm- 
neſs, whoſe Reputation gave Credit, and 
whoſe ready and zealous Concurrence gave 


Vigor to all their Meaſures for the public 


Good? 
E Shall 
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Faithful fail from among the Children of Men ? 
When Perſons of real Goodneſs, and of emi- 
nent religious Auainments ? Who had Piety 
without Superſtition, and Devotion free from 
Enthuſiaſm : Who had a rational Regard 
for divine Revelation, and were zealous to 
promote and ſecure its peculiarx- Honours, 
without a mean Attachment to party Names, 
or Diſpoſition to cenſure on Account of leſſer 
Differences: Perſons who diſcovered a cor- 
dial Eſteem for all who loved the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in Sincerity, however denominated 
or diſtinguiſhed : Who were remarkable for 
their Love to public -Ordinances, and de- 
vout Retirement, and who witneſſed the 
Truth and Sincerity of their Profeſſion by 
a con{cientious and humble Walk with God, 
and the exemplary Diſcharge of perſonal and 
relative Duties? I ſay when ſuch are remov- 
ed, can it be a Crime that we weep for our- 
{elves and our Children! 

We are required to * remember thoſe who 
have had the Rule over us, who have ſpoken to 
us the Word of God. And can we remem- 
ber them, and refrain from Mourning ? Can 


it be unbecoming a Chriſtian Society, to la- 


ment the Loſs of thoſe whoſe miniſterial La- 
bours, 


2 Heb. xiii. 7, 


1 
bours, and paſtoral Inſpection they had once 
enjoyed? Who had faithfully explained, and 
warmly recommended the Dutics of Religi- 
on, and affectionately opened the Springs of 
divine Conſolation to trembling Converts, or 
feeble- minded Chriſtians? Who had been 
the Inſtruments of inſtructing and convert- 
ing ſome, of ee . and animating 
others in the good Ways of God ; of excit- 
ing and aſſiſting their Devotions, and raiſing 
them almoſt to an heavenly Ardor by an un- 
common Fervor of Spirit, and Copiouſneſs 
and Propriety of Expreſſion * Can they, who 
have been thus inſtructed and delighted for- 
bear to mourn, nay, is it not their Duty to 
wail and lament ſuch a Loſs with a propor- 
tionable Degree of Sorrow? 

Muſt not any Society lament the Loſs of 
an honourable and worthy Member ? Shall 
it not drop a Tear over the Grave of a Perſon 
of a candid, catholic and peaceable Diſpoſi- 
tion ; who ſtudied to avoid every Occaſion of 
giving, or taking Offence ; whoſe Prudence 
gave Wiſdom, whoſe Steadinets gave Firm- 
neſs, whoſe Reputation gave Credit, and 
whoſe ready and zealous Concurrence gave 
Vigor to all their Meaſures for the public 
Good? 


E | Shall 
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Shall we behold without Sympathy the 
heart felt Pangs of their neareſt Re'iatives? See 
their Families rent aſunder by a ſudden and 


ſurpriſing Stroke? Behold the Ornaments, 


the Pillars of their Houſes torn down ; the 
cloſeſt and moſt endeated Union diſſolved, 
while thoſe who ſurvive have only the ſad 
Remembrance left, that they once were 
amongſt the happieſt Families ? 

Has the affectionate and dutiful Child 
been bereaved of the tendereſt Parent? The 
faithful Guide and Monitor of its inexperi— 
enced Youth, who laboured to ſtore the 
Mind with Sentiments of Wiſdom and Pi— 
ety, and watched all its Motions with the 
moſt friendly Care; who ſympathized in all 
its Afflictions, whoſe Heart exulted in all 
its Joys, and in beholding and augmenting 
its Sources of Happineſs ?—And ſhall not 
ſuch a Loſs be lamented ? 

Shall not the faithful Conſort bewail in ſe- 
cret, when bereaved of a moſt affectionate 
Partner, a Pattern of conjugal Affection? 
Who not content with avoiding all Occaſi- 
ons of Grieving, was ſtudious to leſſen every 
Care and Fatigue; and to increaſe and 
heighten every Enjoyment, who naturally 
and tenderly took part in every Affliction, 

and 
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and was ſolicitous to prevent Anxiety by en- 
couraging a chearful Confidence? Shall 
the Diſſolution of ſuch a cloſe and intimate 
Union of Hearts, a Friendſhip which had 
been mutual, and increaſing through a conſi- 
derable Number of Years not be attended 
with Sorrow ? May it not be allowed her to 
mourn, who finds her felf left to purſue and 
finiſh the Journey of Life alone, and to 
ſtruggle with the Tempeſts of Adverſity in 
the broken Bark of a delicate, infeebled 
Conſtitution ? Who has been ſurpriſed into 
theſe Circumſtances; when amidſt all the 
Viciſſitudes of Life, fo fatal a Reverſe was 
ſcarce ſuſpected? Who, when a Separation 
was thought of, (and what prudent Perſon, 
who lives in ſuch a dying World, would not 
often think of a Separation) hoped, and had 
{ome plauſable Grounds to hope {he ſhould 
bave been firſt diſmiſſed to her Reſt; and 'till 
then have been ſuſtained by the ſame friend- 
ly Hand which had ſo long miniſtered to her 
in every Stage, both of Action and Adveriity, 


and when human Help failed, had called 


in that which is divine, by his daily and moſt 

importunate Prayers. 
What Eye can refrain from Tears, under 
ſuch a Preſſure, what Heart is not ready to 
E 2 bleed? 
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„ 
bleed? Can that be criminal, which is ſo 
natural and unavoidable? If we have any 
Tenderneſs, any Delicacy, if we have any 
ol the juſt Feelings of Humanity, we cannot 
be unmoved. It were as eaſy to become in- 
ſenſible of Pain from a broken Bone, or a 
mangled Limb, as to be wholly unaffected 
in ſuch Circumſtances. Sorrow ſprings from 
the very Frame of our Natures. And in- 
deed the Affections from whence it neceſſa- 
rily flows are wiſely and kindly wrought in- 
to cur Conſtitution, by the Author of our 
Frame. How taſteleſs were Life without ſoft 
22d ſocial Affections! Yet that very Diſpo- 
fition which incites us to all the Offices of 
Friendſhip, which gives us Delight in our 
Friends, and makes us Partakers of their 
Happineſs, muſt fill us with Diſtreſs when 
they are afflicted or removed, unleſs it were 
inſtantaneouſly to decay and periſh with our 
Friends, and a Miracle were wrought to 
deſtroy it. Yea, there is a Comelineſs, there 
is a great Dignity in Sorrow on ſpecial Occa- 
ſions. Feſus wept at the Grave of his Friend 
Lazarus. Nay J will add there is a Plea- 


fure in it too. Who would wiſh to be ſe— 


parated from his Friends, and feel no Pain 
in the Act of Separation? Who would wifh 
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1 
to have a Soul devoid of Tenderneſs, and 
incapable of being melted in Sympathy ? If 
we are paſt feeling, we ſhould be incapable 
of profiting by ſuch Diſpenſations. Were 
we inacceſſible to Sorrow we ſhould ſeem to 


* deſpiſe the Chaſtening of the Lord; a much 


worſe Extreme than 7o faint when we are re- 
buked of him. | 

The very Conſtitution of our Natures 
then, Benevolence, Virtue, Religion ; all I 
ſay warrant and call upon us to mourn on 
ſuch an Occaſion as I have now repreſented ; 
and ſuch you know is that I am this Day 
aſſiſting you to improve. We muſt mourn 
and ſmart under ſuch a Stroke of divine 
Providence. But ſhall we—ſhall even thoſe 
of us who are moſt intimately concerned, 
abandon ourſelves to Grief or Deſpair ? — Shall 
we ſet no Bounds to its Heighth and Conti- 


nuance ? Shall we ſuffer it to grow into habi- 


tual ſadneſs of Heart, and never admit a 


chearful Thought, till it has preyed on our 


Spirits, and deſtroyed our Health ? Shall 
it prevent our Complacency in ſurviving 
Friends, or our Communion with God, or 
our Thankfulneſs for all the Comforts which 
are continued? God forbid This were to 


ſorrow 


+ Heb, xi. 5. 
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38 ] 
forrow as thoſe who have no Hope; the Ex- 
treme againſt which the Apoſtle cautions us; 
which the Chriſtian Hope ſhould effeQually 
prevent; and it 1s preſumed the Thoughts 
already ſuggeſted may have a powerful Ten- 
dency to this Purpoſe. 

Our Friends have left us: We ſhall con- 
verſe with them, and conſult them no more: 
Their Countenance 1s changed and be has ſent 
them away,—PBut ſhall we give them up for 
loſt? Do we expect to ſee them and to hear 
of them no more? By no means. They are 
only withdrawn as it were into the Cham- 
bers of the Grave to /leep ; laid down for a 
Seaſon fatigued with the Burthens and Af- 
flictions of Life; and releaſed from any fur- 
ther Conflict. They have forgot their Toils 
and Sorrow ; are quite free from all Com- 
plaints and Enemies; have no Part in the 
Cares and Tryals, with which we are ſtrug- 
gling. They have gained compleat Liberty 
and Victory. No Alarms diſturb them, no 
Pain, no Grief, no Fear, no Sin, no Temp- 
tation; nothing aſſaults them which can mi- 
niſter Terror or Apprehenſion. He ſpake 
well, and tho' not by Inſpiration, yet per- 
fectly agreeable to it, who ſaid, The Souls 
te of the Righteous are in the Hands of God, 

| and 


a Wil, iii, 1, &c, 


1 
* and there ſhall no Torment touch them. 
ce In the Sight of the Unwiſe they ſeemed to 
« die, their Departure is taken for Miſery, 
« and their going from us to be utter De- 
ce ſtruct ion; but they are in Peace; though 
* they be puniſhed in the Sight of Men, 
| <« yet is their Hope full of Immortality; 

A « and having been a little chaſtened, they 

c ſhall be greatly rewarded.” 

They ſleep in Jeſus. He, their Lord, their 
Friend, their Fore-runner and Commander, 
and ours, appointed their Removal. To us, 
it was an affecting Order, it was a Seaſon of 
deadly Alarm and Conſternatjon ;—it was 
ſwift and ſudden ; — there was a Croud of [ 
Circumſtances which a mournful Survivor can 

recollect to imbitter that Day's Remembrance. | 

: But they were ſuch as he choſe, wlioſe Wiſ- | 
dom and Kindneſs cannot be ſuſpected. Je- | 
ſus is Lord over all Things to the Church; in 
him are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 

Knowledge ; to him we have committed our 
Friends and ourſelves, our Souls and all our 
molt important Intereſts ; and can we enter- 
tain a Thought that he has acted unjuſtly or 
unkindly? that he has erred in Regard to 
the Event itſelf, or the Seaſon or Manner 
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of its Accompliſhment. It is impoſſible. 
As they ſleep at his Command, they fleep as 
it were in his Arms, and recline on his Bo- 
ſom. Their Relation to him ſtill ſubſiſts, 
though that between us and them is broken. 


He 1s Lord of the Dead, as well as of the 


Living. Their Souls are in a Province of 
his univerſal Empire, and ſafe under his ſo- 
vereign Power, and he has a tender Regard 


even for their lifeleſs Clay; he watches over 


it in all the Changes through which it paſſes, 
and no Place to which it can be ſcattered, is 
beyond his Reach and Juriſdiction ; and he 
will, one Day, collect theſe ſcattered Atoms, 
and form them into a glorious Body. Yes, 
Sirs, b bes Energy is able to ſubdue all Things 
unto bimſelf ; and it ſhall effect this, Sick- 
neſs marrs our Beauty ; Death triumphs as 
in our utter Deſtruction, and the Grave 


greedily ſwallows up and incloſes its Prey, 


But is the Tyrant's Reign perpetual? No. 


He whoſe Word is infallible, and whoſe 


Power is uncontroulable, has declared, O 
Death I will be thy Plague. O Grave I will 
be thy Deftrubtion ; Repentance ſhall be hid 


from mine Eyes. Thoſe very Bodies we have 


committed to Duſt ſhall riſe with incon- 
ceivably greater Comelineſs and Vigor, than 
they 


2 Rom. xiv. 9. : b Phil, 111, 21. 


1 


they ever before poſſeſſed. This corruptibls 


ſhall put on Incorruption, this Mortal ſhall put 
on Immortality; now when this Corruptible 
ſhall have put on Incorruption, and this Mortal 
all bave put on Immortality, it may well be 
ſaid, Death is ſwallowed up of Viftory” ; and 
the Thoughts of it ſhould in a great Meaſure 
dry up our Tears and aſſwage our Anguith 
on Account of the preſent melancholy Al- 
teration, ſince it ſhall ſo ſoon be reverſed 
with ſuch glorious Advantage. 

In the mean Time, their /eparate Spirits 
which they ſo often, ſo ſolemnly and fo af- 
fectionately committed to his Care, are hap- 
py in his Preſence. They are departed and 
are with Chriſt, which is far better; bettet 
than in the happieſt Circumſtances in which 
we ever knew them. And ſhall we regret 
their Exaltation ? Can we be ſelfiſh enough 
to wiſh the Poſſeſſion of this Happineſs had 
for our Sakes been longer delayed? that they 
had been for a Time debarred from the ſa— 
cred Tranſport of beholding, admiring, wor- 
ſhiping and enjoying God among the Spirits 
of juſt Men made perfect? Can we regret 
that they are arrived before us at the hea- 


venly Manſions, and are already poſſeſſed of 


F that 
7 1 Cor. xv. 53, &e. 
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that which we are praying and longing for, 
and ſhall never be happy till we enjoy? 
And yet 1s not this the Caſe? Is it not 


the Object of our pleaſing Hope and Expec- 
tation, and of our warmeſt Deſire; that we 
may arrive where they are? Do we not ar- 
dently long to join the glorious Aﬀembly 
and Church of the Firſt-born, promiſing our- 
{elves the nobleſt Entertainment from conver- 
ſing with all the Servants of God, who *ſerve 
him, and ſee his Face, and whoſe Name is in 
their Foreheads. And do we not believe, that 
our pious Friends, who with Reſpect to us 
are aſleep, are incorporated into this bleſſed 
Society? are converling with Abraham, and 
Iſaac, and Jacob; with Moſes, David, and 
the Prophets; with the great Apoſtles Paul 
and Peter, James and John, by whoſe 
Writings they were ſo much inſtructed and 
delighted while here below ; with all the 
other Apoſtles, the Martyrs and Confeſſors 
for Chrift, and with thoſe Chriſtians in all 
their ſucceſſive Generations, who have over- 
come by the Blood of the Lamb and are 
ſafely arrived in thoſe happy Regions, with 
all their dear Relatives and Friends firſt re- 
moved, with whom they had formerly taken 

ſweet 


2 Rev. xxii. 4. 


1 1} 


ſweet Counſel, and who had been mutual 
Helpers of each other's Faith and Joy ? 

It ſeems from this Epiſtle, that St. Paul 
expected to meet his Friends m the other 
World, and to know them again, and that 
the Service he had done them would be re- 
membered : * what is our Joy, or Crown of 
Rejoicing? are not even ye in the Preſence of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt at his Coming? To bid 
a final Adieu to our Friends for -ever ;—to 


think of their being ſeparated from us, never to 
meet together any more, is a Thought ſuffi- 
cient to overwhelm a tender and affectionate 
Heart. But are we not aſpiring and aſcend- 
ing to that Country, at which they are al- 
ready arrived? And what Vigour, and 
what Pleaſure ſhould it inſpire, to think 
that our Friends have ſafely reached the 
Haven of Reſt, and wait to welcome and 
congratulate our Arrival! When we conſi- 
der, how ſhort lived and precarious all 
earthly Friendſhips are, and with what 
mortifying and diſtreſſing Aggravations they 
are often broken, it would almoſt diſcou- 
rage us from forming or cheriſhing them 
and the more intimate and delightful they 
have been, the more acute and afflictive is 
the Diſſolution. But Friendſhips founded 
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1 
in Religion, ſhall ſurvive the Stroke of 


Death; ſuch kindred Souls ſhall unite a-: 
gain in cloſer and happier Bonds, and the 


Union ſubſiſt through eternal Ages, with- 
out the Fear of a Separation ; when there 
will be no Afflictions to awaken Sympathy, 
por Infirmities to move our Pity, no Er- 
rors or Imperfections to call for our For- 
bearance; no ſecond Death to put a Pe- 
riod to our Happineſs, 

And there they ſee God; They behold 
his Face in Righteouſneſs. This is the Eſſence 
of the heavenly Felicity, They are oth the 
Lord; with him in ſuch a Senſe, and in ſo 
high an Extacy of Delight as ſurpaſſes all 
Utterance or Conception. They are with 
him as their Friend and Father ; they are 
with him, whoſe loving * Kindneſs is better 
than Life ; whoſe Preſence conſtitutes the 
Felicity of Angels; with that Saviour, whom 
having not ſeen they loved; and in whom, even 
when they ſaw him not, they believed, and re- 
goiced with Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glo- 
ry. They experience the full Accompliſh- 


ment of thoſe delightful Words, which till 


now they could never compleatly compre- 
hend; *7n thy Preſence is FULLNESS OF JOY. 
And 


2 Pſal. xvii. 15. b Pſal. Ixiii. 3. 
©; Pet. 1. 8. © Pla], xvi. 11. 
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And this they ſhall for ever feel and enjoy. 
They ſhall ever be with the Lord, ever be- 
hold his Glory, ever converſe with the ſu- 
preme Wiſdom ; love and adore his match- 
leſs and boundleſs Perfections; derive thro' 
Eternity, Wiſdom and Knowledge, and Joy 
from his overflowing Fulneſs, till they 
themſelves, according to the ſublime Lan- 
guage of St. Paul, are filled with all the Ful 
neſs of God. Pane 

They poſſeſs a Happineſs which infinitely 
repays, nay, abſolutely ſwallows up the Re- 
membrance of all the Toi] and Labour they 
have undergone ; all their Conflicts with 
Temptation, and internal Weaknels and Cor- 
ruption, their tedious Watchings and Wreſt- 
lings, and earneſt Prayers. —A Happineſs 
proportioned to all the wonderous Methods 
which God has taken by his Providence, 
Word and Spirit to prepare them for its Par- 
ticipation. Yea, they poſſeſs a Happineſs 
worthy the Humiliation and Death of the 
Son of Gad ; for which he did not regret to 
leave the heavenly Manſions and expire on 
a Croſs; and in their Poſſeſſion of which he 
acknowledges © the Travail of his Scul to be 


Full ! ſatisfied. 


Such 
Þ Eph. iii. 19. © If. Iii. 11. 
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Such, yea infinitely more happy and glo- 
rious than any human Language can deſcribe, 
is the State into which our pious Friends are 
entered. Wherefore comfort one another 
with theſe Words, 

Let us make theſe heart-reviving Truths 
familiar to our Minds; let us mingle them 
with the ſad Train of tumultuous Thoughts 
that crowd into our Minds from a Variety 
of other Quarters; mingle them with the 
painful Reflexions that occur on the happy 
Years in which we have already enjoyed 


their Friendſhip, (Years that will return no 


more) and on the fatal Neceſſity to which 
we find ourſelves reduced of paſſing the Re- 
ſidue of our Days without them. 

Let us endeavour to impreſs theſe Truths 
on our Hearts, by the daily Exerciſe of a 
ſteady Faith : To conceive of them as Mat- 
ters of undoubted Certainty, clearly revealed 
and eſtabliſhed on the fulleſt Evidence. Let 
us try to realize them to our Minds, and to 
make the Conviction ſo deep that nothing 
may be able to deface it. 

And may he that comforteth thoſe who are 
caſt down, comfort us in our preſent Tribu- 
lation! May he ſtrengthen our Faith in theſe 

momen- 


«Ver. ult. e 2 Cor. vii. 6. 


147 ] 
momentous Truths, and enable us to take to 
ourſelves all the Conſolation they are capable 
of affording ! 

Even this indeed may not entirely prevent 
our Mourning ; but we ſhall not ſorrow as thoſe 
who have no Hope. Nature muſt be allowed 
to feel; and ſome Indulgence may be grant- 
ed to the firſt Swell of the tender Affections. 
We may well mourn to think we are left to 
ſtruggle with Difficulties and Afflictions 
alone, deprived of the Guidance and Coun- 
ſel of thoſe whom God uſcd as Inſtruments, 
by which he adminiſtered thoſe Supports, 
which were truly divine - And we ought 
to ſympathize with each other, and to mourn 
the Loſs of the Friends of Mankind and Re- 
ligion. But divine Faith in its more vigo- 
rous Effects, may incline us to rejoice on 
their Account, * becauſe they are gone to the 
Father. Bright and pleaſing Ideas of this 
kind may ſooth our Grief and aſſwage our 
Sorrows, while we are diſpoſed to ſtand 
weeping at their Graves; and we ſhould re- 
Joice to think that they are ſafe and happy. 
Nay, tho' when looking at their Tombs, we 
do, as it were, behold the Tombs of all the 
deareſt and tendereſt Friends, we ſtill enjoy, 
waiting to receive them ; yea, though we 


there 
f John xiv. 28, 
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there behold our own made ready for us, 
yet a lively Faith may teach us to think of 
the Approach of our own Diſſolution, with- 
out any painful Emotion ; and in its neareſt 
Proſpect, if we are true Chriſtians enable us 
with an Air of Satisfaction in our Counte- 
nances, and true Peace and Joy in our 
Hearts; to break forth in the triumphant 
Language of the Apoſtle, * O Death, where 
rs thy Sting ! O Grave, where is thy Victory! 
Thanks be to God who giveth us the Victory, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Amen ! 


5 1 Cor. xv. 55, &c. 
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